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The Finnish representatives have already expressed their delight in 
becoming Guest of Honour in 2014. They posted signs all over their 
booths announcing the future event. In contrast the People‘s Republic of 
China didn’t take pleasure in its role as Guest of Honour in 2009 nor 
did the public
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People‘s Republic of China was entitled to become the Guest of Honour 
at the Frankfurt Book Fair. However dissidents, exiled writers and 
Chinese poets from Taiwan – which claims to be the true Republic of 
China – put on counter demonstrations.
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Frankfurt 
Book Fair 
with China 
as Guest of 
Honour  

Flag follows Trade – or 
vice versa? Germany pre-
fers good trading ties with 
China to a discourse with 
dissidents

China the Guest of Honour at the 
Frankfurt Book Fair 2009 was responsib-
le for a discord already in the forefront. 
Obviously it has been proven that trading 
with the giant country is more important 
than discussing human rights. Thus the 
director of the Book Fair Juergen Boos 
apologized at the delegation from the 
People‘s Republic of China for of the pre-
sence of two Chinese dissidents at the 
symposium in September, one month be-
fore the official opening. The same em-
barrassing situation occurred again du-

ring the farewell party. The event was 
sponsored by the German Foreign Office 
and the Book Fair Management. Dai 
Qing, an activist on the environment was 
due to deliver a few words to thank the 
organizers together with her critical 
statement for the failure of interaction 
between officially accredited and free-
lance Chinese writers during the Book 
Fair. Peter Ripken, then coordinator for 
the official Guest of Honour got a direc-
tive from the German Foreign Office. He 

had to withdraw the lady’s name from the 
list on short notice. The following day 
project manager Ripken was fired becau-
se of continuous difficulties in 
communication.

It is not easy for a visitor to get an 
unbiased impression on the Chinese atti-
tude towards literature because eve-
rything was neatly presented and well or-
chestrated. I listened to the presentation 
in Chinese just to follow the flow and 
melody of the otherwise incomprehensib-
le language. The speaker gave an intro-
duction to Ji Xianlin’s book »Ten years in 
Germany 1935-1945«. The author descri-
bed his journey as a 26 year-old student 
from Peking via Moscow to Berlin. After 
11 days Ji Xianlin reached Göttingen 
where he intended to stay for two years to 
study classical sinology. He learnt Sans-
krit and Tokharian, a dead Indogermanic 
language, spoken in the north-western 
part of China until 10th century a. C. Ji 
Xianlin did his doctorate at »Universitas 
Georgia Augusta« in 1941. Because of 
World War II it was not before 1946 that 
he was able to return to his country. He 
founded the science of indology in China 
and became vice-president of the Univer-
sity of Peking later. Ji Xianlin shaped the 
image of Germany of the scientific com-
munity until today. Highly decorated he 
died in summer at the age of 97. The pu-
blication of his book »Ten years in Ger-
many 1935-1945« also in German was 
made a special highlight at the Frankfurt 
Book Fair 2009.

Professor. Dr. Michael Job, director of 
the linguistic seminar of the George Au-
gust University Göttingen, extolled in 
detail the achievements of the former 
scholarship holder Ji Xianlin. Wang Xi-
ting, vice-Consul General of the People‘s 
Republic of China in Frankfurt, added 
friendly words in German over the mutu-

The German flag on top of »Festhalle« above the China’s poster Guest of Honour (down right)
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Brinkmann, professor Li Kuiliu and Liu 
Daoqian had to likewise to be suspended. 
This non-cultural exchange suited pro-
bably the large delegation of the host 
country China extremely well.

Taiwan was present all over the 
place. The small island, formerly known 
as Formosa, had the position until 1971 as 
sole representative to the United Nations 
as Republic of China (ROC). ROC with-
drew from the United Nations when its 
communist rival obtained a seat in the 
Security Council. But ROC was highly 
visible even at the booth of mainland 
China: A lot of visitors carried big shop-
ping bags with capital letters Taiwan (see 
left). 

The gimmicks of communist Chinese 
stepbrother were comparatively poor as 
compared to the Taiwanese optical pres-
ence. Only with luck could one obtain a 
beautiful box with a puzzle containing 
Chinese characters (see cover photo). Af-
ter a successful assembled the puzzle sho-
wed the slogan »China Guest of Honour 

at the Frankfurt Book Fair – 
Tradition and Innovation«. It 
helped a lot that the German 
words were included.

 The Laogai Research 
Foundation had a small booth, 
which garnered special attenti-
on. The former political priso-
ner Harry Wu (73) was present, 
he is the Executive Director of 
the organization based in Was-
hington, DC. He is now an 
American citizen. Together 
with his international colleagues 
he presented books on violation 
of human rights in the People’s 
of China. Harry Wu spoke 
about his detention in the Chi-
nese concentration camps na-
med Laogai. The term Laogai 
stands for reeducation by hard 
labor. Harry Wu was impriso-
ned for 19 years and has seen 
twelve camps. Slave labor is in-
dispensable for the Chinese eco-

al appreciation. The city of Goettingen 
might not be well known in China, he 
said, but the place is mentioned in con-
nection with Ji Xianlin’s studies at the fa-
mous university. Now Wu Shulin, Gene-
ral Administrator of Press and Publicati-
on, delivered a long lecture. Gesture and 
intonation suggested a rigid propaganda 
speech. The translator couldn’t render 
more than ten per cent into German. 
One got the impression that she couldn’t 
find the suitable words. The press secre-
tary seemed to lecture on the meaning of 
Marx and Engels for the relationship not 
sure what you mean by this between Ger-
many and the People‘s Republic of China. 
The short translation mentioned only 
Marx. What remained untranslated, was 
probably not intended for the German 
ears. Nevertheless also some Germans 
among the listeners understood the Chi-
nese speech. Since the press secretary’s 
speech ran so long there was no time left 
for questions from the audience. The 
discussion with the translators Roswitha 

At the China Forum Ji Xianlin’s book »Ten years in Germany 1935-1945« covering 
his student’s experiance in Goettingen was widely praised.

Little Taiwan has stolen the show from 
Big Brother China – at least optically with 
its big bags.
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on the dark origin of Made in China 
neither is he concerned about the hazar-
dous toys which are piled in children’s 
rooms nor does he sense the prison smell 
of the garments nor is he conscious of the 
food processed in awful places.

The discussion with Zhou Qing and 

Harry Wu on »How safe are Chinese-made 
food, toys and garments?« didn’t surprise the 
well-informed citizens but was a shock 
for the bargain hunters. 

However, the problem is what are the 
alternatives for Made in China on the 
global market?

Fascination eBook – Reading in a new light

Bye-bye  
Gutenberg 
  
Hi eBook
 
 
Reading for fun or for 
business is not bound to 
books printed on paper 
any longer. 
 
The electronic book will 
have an important share 
at future book fairs. The 
eBook enchants already 
many visitors like the 
young lady at Forum 
China, seen above. 

nomy. Laogai camps serve as 
subcontractors to respected 
Chinese manufacturing compa-
nies. The exporters sell launde-
red products to the outside 
world ridiculously cheap. The 
average customer doesn’t questi-

Imaging housing in 2020: glossy 
wallpapers emit matching light for every 
occasion. The diodes and the electrical 
light bulbs have disappeared. The last ty-
pes of these wonderful heat sources will 
be banished as of 2012 from the European 
market; the stock of these glowing glass 
items are long used up. Nobody buys 
compact disks any more because audio 
files come directly from the internet. 
Therefore no shelves, neither for CD nor 
books, were seen in the modern living 
rooms. The furniture design has changed 
completely. Now huge contact ledges de-
corated with fur, glass or oak wood re-
place the library. On the contact ledge 
hundreds of batteries will be recharged to 
ensure the mobility in communication 
and entertainment of the family. Several 
slots are provided for recharging as well 
as downloading electronic books.

In the year 2020 reading on a display in 
the size of a book instead of printed 
books is widely accepted. For newspapers 
a larger type of reading device is com-
mon. eBooks are acknowledged not only 
for environmental reasons (no trees ne-
cessary for paper) but also for easy trans-
portation and the lack of waste paper.

Portable readers for electronic 
books were admired during the Book 
Fair. These eBooks are very handsome and 
easy to read. In principle electronic 
books may be read on a computer or lap-
top, too – but not as comfortably. Rea-
ding in relaxed position on the couch or 
at a narrow seat in a train is hardly pos-
sible on a computer. The most common 
eBook-Readers are at present Sony Rea-
der, Kindle and Iriver Story; they cost 
between 200 and 300 Euro. Since all 
books are price-fixed in Germany, the 
identical price has to be paid for an eBook 
as for the printed one.

During the Book Fair the association 
of German book traders offered a free 
download of eBooks – each day a different 
one. But when it came to Herta Müller’s 
recent book »Atemschaukel (= swing of 
breath)« the book traders’ server col-
lapsed: so many readers wanted to get the 
Nobel Price winner’s publication for free. 
Eventually, the offer was extended for an 
additional day. I tried hard to obtain a 
copy. Instead of the quick and easy 
download as promised it took me ages to 
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The eBook Reader IRIVER 
STORY in action: it is easy to 
handle; an built-in keyboard is good 
for writing notes and for searches. 
The audio part plays spoken books.

It is essential to plan always for 
enough time to recharge IRIVER 
STORY –five hours are required.

install the relevant software. I had to fill 
in various questionnaires, passwords and 
user’s identification. The final license was 
denied each time. One could only obtain 
the permission for downloading when au-
thorized by ADOBE’s Digital Rights ma-
nagement (DRM). I gave up after hours 
of frustration and de-installed the pro-
gram. I guess reading the 304 pages of 
»Atemschaukel« on my laptop wouldn’t be 
great fun anyway.

When it comes to scientific litera-
ture electronic publishing is increasingly 
favored. In this case it seem less daring to 
read on a computer screen or a laptop be-
cause these devices are constant compa-
nions and in use on various adjacent con-
texts.

 

The well-known Springer Verlag 
switched on electronic publishing 
completely (see: www.springerlink.com). 
SpringerLink offers free access to search, 
tables of content, abstracts, and alerting 
services. Personal subscribers benefit 
from online access combined with a 
subscription. Springer’s eBook Collection 
covers philosophy, social sciences and 
jurisprudence, natural and basis sciences, 
medicine, technology and information as 
well as the economic science. The English 
edition covers even more fields in detail. 
34000 scientific books are available 
electronically in addition many articles 
published in periodicals. 

Springer Publishing House sends more 
than 4500 new books to the market each 
year. When one buys an electronic book 
unlimited access is guaranteed including 
storing on an external media and making 
print-outs. Since printing many pages of a 

book is not only tiresome but costly 
Springer Verlag offers a paperback editi-
on for the standard price of $ 24.95 if one 
holds an electronic license already. The 
so called myCopy is strictly limited for 
personal use and will be print on demand 
only. More than 11000 myCopy-books 
(in English) are currently available, but 
none published before 2005 and none 
with more than 832 pages.

Artificial intelligence is incorpora-
ted in the reading process. The German 
research center for artificial intelligence 
(DFKI) in Kaiserslautern had equipped a 
computer with an eye tracker. First an ad-
justment between pupils and screen has 
to be done. Now you read the eyeBook: 
The eye tracker generates various actions 
which were preset, for example paging up 
and down, marking the last position on a 
line by a red arrow when reading was in-
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The eyeBook could provide correspon-
dent translation if the eye rests longer at 
a complicated foreign word or give the 
correct pronunciation (if incorporated in 
the script). Even additional footnotes 
were seen when at the suitable passage 
was reached.

When the speed of reading is increased 
the mass text fades leaving only key 
words highly visible. The so called Quick-
Skim mode might be very helpful for bulk 
reading or when searching for a distinct 
item. Springer Verlag did a survey re-
cently on the users of eBooks at five Uni-
versity libraries. The outcome confirmed 
a former study that reading eBooks is far 
more selective than conventional printed 
books. When I tried the QuickSkim mode 
it was very difficult to obtain a result. 
The effect was very weak.

I assume my brain controlled my eyes 
and told them there is nothing really in-
teresting to search for.

terrupted. For the trial I have chosen 
»The Little Prince« by Antoine de Saint 
Exupéry (in English). Despite my glasses 
(sliding bifocals) the effects came out 
very well. Additionally I saw the colored 
illustration at the edge or heard music 
whenever my eyes touched the equivalent 
part of Little Prince’s story. 

eyeBook: Ralf Biedert, DFKI Kaiserslautern, reads with an eye tracker.


