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Bergisches Land refers not to the gentle hills surrounding the River Sieg near
the medieval town of Blankenberg, but to the former Duchy of Berg, whose
capital was Diisseldorf.

After the Congress of Vienna in 1815, the Duchy of Berg fell to the Kingdom of
Prussia.
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Bergisches
Land

In the Rhein-Sieg
District - away from
the conurbations

The red arrow marks the loca-
tion of Stadt Blankenberg.

Katharinenturm with tower
museum, Ipresenting ocal
history and crafts.
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You should shift down a gear, at
least mentally, when leaving the mo-
torway about 20 kilometres before
Cologne-Bonn Airport when coming
from Frankfurt. The internatio-
nal code for the airport is CGN for
Cologne.

On the narrow, winding country
roads, you can relax and dawdle a
little if you are travelling alone. In
any case, the speed limit is almost al-
ways 70 km/h, and at short intervals,
a handful of houses require you to
drive through the village considera-
tely, even without a town sign. It is
not without reason that Hennef, the
central town in the Rhein-Sieg dis-
trict, is home to more than a hund-
red villages and hamlets — including
the district of Stadt Blankenberg. In
2025, 629 inhabitants were registe-
red there. Aware of its significance

in the Middle Ages, »Stadt« (city) has
been part of Blankenberg's name since

1954.

Historical Facts

Blankenberg was first mentioned
in documents in 1171 by Archbishop
Philipp von Heinsberg. In the 13th
century, Count Heinrich von Sayn
and his wife Mechthild von Landsberg
cultivated a bustling courtly life at
Blankenberg Castle. The settlement
grew so large that Count Sayn gran-
ted Blankenberg town rights on 29
September 1245. After the couple were
left childless, Blankenberg Castle and
town fell to Count Wilhelm II von
Berg (1360-1399) after some turmoil.
He was later elevated to the rank of
duke.

This Duchy of Berg was inherited
in 1742 by Elector Carl Theodor of the
Palatinate and Bavaria, who resided
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first in Heidelberg, then Mannheim
and later Munich. Diisseldorf served
as a secondary residence until the vic-
torious Napoleon Bonaparte redrew
the borders of Europe.

Emperor Napoleon appointed his
brother-in-law Joachim Murat as
Grand Duke of Berg, who occupied
Benrath Palace in Diisseldorf from
1806 to 1808 as Joachim Napoléon I.
Under French rule, Blankenberg lost
its town privileges and was downgra-
ded to a simple rural community of
the Mairie Hennef.

Sights to See

The road to the medieval castle
ruins of Blankenberg is too narrow
for buses — only the small elec-
tric bus »Siegtalhiipfer« can make
the journey. In addition, the mi-
nibus has to squeeze through the
narrow city wall passageway from
Katharinentor to serve the stop in
the »city centre«. This shuttle service
saves tourists the 20-minute walk
from the S12 or S19 train station be-
low Blankenberg in the Sieg valley.

The city gates, dating from the
13th/14th century, have survived war
and fire. In the listed town centre,
there are »younger« half-timbered
houses from the 17th century, expert-
ly restored in bright white plaster
with black wooden beams. The to-
wer museum is housed on four floors
above the Katharinentor gate. There,
crafts such as weaving, spinning
and shoemaking are demonstrated
using historical tools and machines.

A Jacquard loom with punch card
control illustrates the early form of
programming. Such punch cards in-
spired the English mathematician
Ada Contess of Lovelace (1815 - 1852)
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to perform extensive calculations by  Blankenberg: Half-timbered
machine. Ada was the daughter of house, St. Katharina Church
the English poet, Lord Byron. The in the background.

papers of Analytical Engine were

presented at the University

of Turin in 1842. When visi-
ting the loom in the Tower
Museum, it is fair to point out
the origins of the computer.

With the granting of town
rights in 1245, constructi-
on of St. Catherine‘s Church
began. Frescoes dating from
this period were uncover-
ed in the choir and nave du-
ring renovations in 1927.

In 1983, a fire was delibera-
tely set in the parish church -
the roof truss and tower collap-
sed and the frescoes were da-

maged. The parish church was

completely restored and consecrated  Frescoes depicting scenes

in 1985. Only a faint outline of the from the lives of saints and
legend of St. Catherine can still be painted curtains.

seen: two angels carry the saint into
the rock tomb on Mount Sinai. The
frescoes with the painted curtains
in the chancel are clearly visible.



Burg Blankenberg: With
its thick walls, Blankenberg
Castle was a safe place in the
Middle Ages.

Floor plan and Model
showing the main and outer
bailey of the walled old town
before the bastion tower from
today.

The Castle Ruins

The Blankenberg town wall has
long since served its purpose and has
literally fallen into disrepair over
time. The circular path along the
town wall is currently closed due to
urgent construction work. Planning
for the preservation of the masonry
began in 2017. The renovation project
has been divided into three stages:

v/ must begin immediately

v should be done soon

v would be nice if funds
were still available .

In June 2020, the compa-
ny Sandner Architekten from
Konigswinter was awarded the con-
tract. The renovation is estimated
to cost around 22 million euros. The
first two stages are to be comple-
ted by 2032. Sandner Architekten
is known among monument conser-
vationists for its environmentally
friendly work and its knowledge of
building physics. Dipl.-Ing. Architect
Markus Sandner is also a master
stonemason and stone sculptor.

The city wall is 1,600 metres
long; its visible masonry area has
been calculated at 13,700 squa-
re metres. By way of compari-
son, this would be enough to build
half of Cologne Cathedral!

Research Project:

Green Wall Ceown

Monuments that are left to their
own devices suffer not only from the
weather, but also to a considerable ex-
tent from uncontrolled growth. Tree
roots destabilise foundations; plants
grow in the smallest cracks and split
even the most solid stones. A new
approach for Blankenberg: nature its-
elf should contribute to conservation
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by planting shallow-rooted plants on
top in hollows with suitable subst-
rate and adjustable irrigation. This
planting system should slow down
the destructive power of deep-rooted
plants. It is also hoped that the green
wall crown will protect the building
like a tent. A major challenge for the
owners! What did Major Friedrich
Wilhelm von Delitz do when he
bought the castle from the Prussian
state in 1829? His heirs sold the cast-
le to Cologne manufacturer Richard
Griineberg in 1913.

Now the town of Hennef is res-
ponsible for its preservation as the
owner.

Art at the Castle

The spacious grounds are ideal
for displaying works of art. Since
2012, visual artists have been exhi-
biting weatherproof sculptures out-
doors. The vernissage was opened
on 29 June 2025 by Mayor Mario
Dahm together with curator Lina
Dolfen. Sophia Bernhardt, Wolfgang

Herterich, Markus Sandner, Lukas
Seifert and Rainer Sontgerath are

presenting their works of art at the
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castle this year.

As director of the Kultur- und
Heimathaus (Culture and Heritage
Centre), Lina Dolfen will be res-

ponsible for the exhibition ‘Art at
Blankenberg Castle’ in future. The

Kultur- und Heimathaus (KHH),
which is currently under construc-
tion, is scheduled for completion by
early 2027 and will be officially ope-

ned in the first half of the year. The
Kultur- und Heimathaus (KHH) at
this historic location comprises a

The Blue Elephant

Lukas Seifert, a young
artist from Hennef, exhibited
at the castle as early as
2024,

His heavyweight works made
of steel and iron radiate a
cheerful lightness.

The Hedgehog Family



Schrager Vogel (weird bird)
by Lukas Seifert:

Landed in 2025 at the
exhibition Art at Blankenberg
Castle.

main building and a semi-open cul-
tural barn, an educational garden, a
green classroom and a car park. It is
intended to be a community centre,
a place of education and a meeting
point for visitors.

The facility will be almost com-
pletely barrier-free. Guests will be
able to relax with a cup of coffee and
purchase regional products and works
of art.

A comprehensive form of environ-
mental protection is being implemen-
ted in the construction of the KHH
building.

The so called Kultur- und Heimat-
haus has been deliberately located
outside the historic town centre so
as not to burden the inner city with
overtourism. 0
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Link to Rhein-Sieg-Kreis
https://naturregion-sieg.de/
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