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A summer festival in the middle of a residential area is not necessarily a cause 
for pleasure for the neighborhood. Advertised as an attractive music pro-
gram, an oversized sound system attracts additional audiences from further 
afield, who stay until late into the night.

If you live in the noise zone, it is best to go to the festival, recommends 
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Bergheimer Sommer ‘25: The festival visitors sit relaxed in the shade of the 
old trees at the Schwanenteich park, right next to the busy access road to the 
city center.
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Jazz Music provides the 
soundtrack for the neighbor-
hood festival.

At the Summer 
Neighborhood 
Festival

Notes from 
Bergheimer  
Sommer ’25 
 

On the lawn, shaded by old 
trees, beer benches and tables are 
already being set up on a Friday eve-
ning in July for the neighborhood 
festival. Thick cables emerge from 
distribution boxes and snake their 
way through the grass. Electricity is 
the lifeblood of any outdoor festival: 
the power lines are needed for the 
refrigerated containers, beer taps, 
coffee machines, and, most impor-
tantly, for the stage with its sound 
and lighting systems.

Sound Check
The system needs to be tested 

right away. Great, full blast! With 
their windows closed, residents can 
still hear the bass booming in their 
bathrooms.

Music is often not considered beautiful
because it is always associated with noise.
Wilhelm Busch, a popular German 

poet, would probably have written an 
additional quote about noise torture 
if he had been aware of the sound 
pressure levels of today‘s loudspeak-
ers. In ancient China, bloodless tor-
ture, also known as white torture, 
was practiced by means of continu-
ous drum and f lute music. 

To protect people‘s health, 
Germany has a detailed noise pro-

tection law, the so-called Federal 
Immission Control Act (BImsch).

Its scope of application under § 
47a regulates the permissible ambient 
noise to which people may be contin-
uously exposed. This means that in 
quiet residential areas, public parks, 
or other quiet areas of a metropoli-
tan area, as well as in rural areas, in 
the vicinity of schools, hospitals, and 
other noise-sensitive buildings and 
areas, noise should be recorded in ac-
cordance with the Federal Immission 
Control Act and then reduced. 

Noise caused by an open-air con-
cert in a residential area does not fall 
under the jurisdiction of BImsch. 
However, the Technical Instructions 
on Noise Protection (TA Lärm) stip-
ulate a nighttime quiet period for 
outdoor dining, which generally ap-
plies from 10 p.m. Compliance with 
the nighttime quiet hours should also 
apply to street festivals. Since this is 
not a permanent situation, nighttime 
noise is not monitored. So, residents 
have no recourse against loud music 
from the neighborhood festival. Their 
night‘s sleep is not only sporadically 
disturbed by approved neighborhood 
festivals, but permanently by heavy 
traffic. The tuned cars contribute to 
unbearable noise peaks with their spe-
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cially installed f lap exhaust systems 
and sound generators.

The Offers
On the morning of the festival, 

food and drink stalls are set up. In 
addition to bratwurst, fries, and beer, 
dishes from Sri Lanka are offered 
from an imaginatively painted cater-
ing vehicle, providing some variety. 
The entire area smells of exotic spic-
es. Many visitors are obviously curi-
ous about Asian food. 

Information booths, sales stands, 
and games are designed to attract 
visitors, such as a game of skill. The 
game requires a lot of fine motor co-
ordination from the five participants. 
They have to maneuver a small ball 
on a ring with six ropes and place it 
on the neck of a bottle. 

Associations and clubs are recruit-
ing members. 

The adult education center (VHS) 
is only represented with a few bro-
chures. Japanese and Czech are not 
listed among the language courses. 
Response: Please check the current 
offerings on the Internet. Compared 
to the VHS, the information stand 
next door is overf lowing with printed 
material about bicycles. However, it 
does not have a map of Heidelberg‘s 
bike paths.

Delicate, light-as-air figures are 
created from brightly colored tubes. 
A sign stating that balloon figures 
are free attracts attention. A long 
line of small children, with and with-
out their parents, stands in front of a 
man dressed as colorfully as his plas-
tic creations. With a deft twist, he 
shapes a unique figure out of a long 
balloon sausage. The children beam 
as they receive the airy works of art, 
unaware that such balloon figures 

serve as models for the American 
artist Jeff Koons (born 1955). His 
mirror-polished stainless steel sculp-
tures fetch record prices. In 2019, 

the balloon rabbit changed hands at 
Christie‘s auction house for $91 mil-
lion—currently the highest price ever 
paid for a work by a living artist. 

Shopping Spree
The call to bring items to the f lea 

market is met with great enthusiasm. 
Everything that has accumulated in 

Sri Lanka cuisine exudes 
Asian flair.

The Material for Balloon 
Figures and the magician for 
bottled air.
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the drawers of the house over the last 
ten years is spread out on colorful 
blankets. If someone actually buys 
something, they will probably offer it 
for sale again at the next f lea market. 
Perhaps the appeal of this type of 
buying and selling lies in its contribu-

tion to the eternal circular economy. 
Clothes and shoes are also looking 
for new owners. There is a f lurry 
of trying on and changing clothes 

among the wandering visitors, who 
experience the street festival strip-
tease as an additional program item.

When buying homemade cake, 
your environmental conscience is 
put to the test: “With the porcelain 
plate deposit and fork, the cheese-
cake costs four Euro,” says the elder-

ly lady behind the counter, almost 
apologetically. You think it‘s worth 
it, especially since you get two Euro 
back when you return the plate. 
Nevertheless, many people have their 
cake served on a paper plate. Coffee 
is only served in porcelain cups. It 

seems that the trust in the festival 
visitors‘ discipline in returning the 
cups is justified. Without having to 
worry about deposits, the barista can 

Playing games while practi-
cing teamwork, dexterity, and 
coordination.

When buying and selling, 
eating and drinking, you come 
into contact with others.
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serve customers more quickly be-
cause there is no need to collect the 
dishes and return the money. 

Square Dance 
The audience eagerly awaits the 

square dance in front of the music 
stage after the start of the perfor-
mance has been delayed by over an 
hour. Usually, four couples start the 
dance. Since only older women are 
participating here, half of them have 
slipped into the role of the man with-
out dressing up. For singles, the joy 
of dancing is the main focus, which 
they can enjoy in square dancing 
without a male counterpart. Square 
dancing originated as a folk dance in 
the USA, based on elements from var-
ious immigrant cultures. American 
soldiers, who found it difficult to 
find dance partners abroad after 
World War II, began dancing square 
dances with each other. 

The Kundry Kuzins SDC, which 
stands for Country Cousins Square 
Dance Club, has been in Wiesbaden 
since 1955. At that time, only 

Americans frequented the Kundry 
Kuzins Club, but today they are 
missing from the club and are great-
ly missed. Quote from the Kundry 
Kuzins club website:

„It has been proven that the 
Kuntry Kuzins founded the European 

Square Dance Association EAASDC 
(European Association of American 
Square Dancing Clubs) in September 
1955, together with the Square Dance 
Clubs Beaux and Belles, Frankfurt 
am Main, and Heidelberg Hoedowners, 
which still exist today. The associ-
ation now includes more than 550 
clubs from Germany and neighboring 
countries.

»Square dancing is a folk dance 
that originated in the USA. The 
various movements used in square 
dancing are based on traditional folk 
dances of the various peoples who 
emigrated to the USA. Square danc-
ing is enjoyed by many people all 

Square Dancers: the 
American way of life remains 
duty-free and attractive 
beyond the current situation.
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over the world. Square dancing was 
brought to Germany by Americans 
after the Second World War.

Four pairs of dancers stand fac-
ing each other in a square (hence 
the name square dance) and perform 
movements to music, which are dic-
tated by calls from a caller in spoken 
or sung form. These calls are put to-
gether by the caller to form a dance. 
They are standardized worldwide in 
English. This means that a dancer 
from Germany can dance with danc-
ers from the US, Japan, Denmark, or 

other countries at any time without 
difficulty.« 

Towards the end of the square 
dance program, which is enriched 
with many figures, volunteers from 
the audience are invited to join in. 
The caller now looks at a large circle 
of dancers and explains the first se-
quences. And indeed – it works quite 
well, thanks to the professionals who 
get everyone back in line: at the end, 
each couple must have found each 
other again, just as they did at the be-
ginning. r

Square dancing is training 
for physical and mental 
agility, as it requires 
remembering and executing 
a large number of figures on 
command.


